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Mission Statement 

The mission of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People is to 

ensure the political, educational, social, and 
economic equality of rights of all persons 
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial 

discrimination. 

    Vision Statement 

The vision of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People is to 
ensure a society in which all individuals 

have equal rights and there is no racial ha-
tred or racial discrimination. 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
2023 Commemorative Breakfast 

The Alexander-Pulaski County NAACP presented the 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Commemorative 
Breakfast at the St John Praise and Worship Center in 
Pulaski, IL.  The MCs for the event, Ms Joanne Pink 
and Ms Lynne Chambers led and facilitated a full pro-
gram of music, speakers, and presentations.   
The Breakfast was catered 
by Ms Katrina Jones and as-
sistants from Blaxx Smoke 
House. 
Apostle Larry T Barnett, Sr, 
Th.D. began the program 
with a moving invocation 
that set an uplifting tone for 
the morning.  Pres Tyrone 
Coleman and Secretary Sari-
ta Swayer led those in attendance in the Negro Nation-
al Anthem and Ms Joan Floyd gave the Welcome.  
Moving vocal selections were given by Mr Calvin 
Byrd throughout the program.  Recognition of those in 
attendance included local municipal leadership, 
Mayors Dean Rogan, Sr, Curtis Marshall, Sr., Thomas 
Simpson and Alice Madison as well as in State Con-
gressional Representation, Sen Dale Fowler and Rep 
Paul Jacobs.  Former US Congressman Glen Poshard 
was also in attendance and provided remarks on his 
longtime support of the area, the local branch, and his 
friendship with the late Congressman John Lewis. He 
reminded us that there are times when fighting for the 
rights of others necessitates getting in “Good Trouble.”   
Heather Green offered information regarding the crimi-
nal justice system’s use of the Theory of Accountabil-
ity in Illinois and the impact on minority communities.  



All in attendance were excited and honored to have Lt Governor 
Julianna Stratton deliver the keynote speech.  Lt Governor Stratton 
acknowledged her ground breaking and glass shattering position in 
state leadership and her efforts and work to advocate for all Illi-
noisians.  Her focus on reducing Food Insecurity and bringing ac-
cess to fresh produce to areas designated as Food Deserts in collab-
oration with various groups including the University of Illinois Ex-
tension has made the Rise Up Community Market in Cairo, IL a 
very real prospect.  The Lt Governor also has advocated for crimi-
nal justice reform and innovative efforts at Restorative Justice.   
Bishop Derek Eurales and Sec Sarita Sawyer presented several 
awards to honor local individuals, businesses and organizations 
(honorees are listed on page 7-8.) on their accomplishments and 
success. 
President Tyrone Coleman closing remarks were overflowing with 
gratefulness to God for His hand upon this Branch and the efforts 
to eliminate racial discrimination in all areas.  Pres Coleman also 
expressed thankfulness to the many people who played a role in 
planning, decorating, and operating such a successful Dr King 
breakfast. Recognition of the many sponsors of this year’s break-
fast was highlighted and is listed on the following pages.  Rev. 
Stephanie Fisher closed the breakfast with a benediction that en-
couraged all to continue the legacy of Dr King in the efforts of the  
NAACP to bring about change and progress. 
Dr King’s dreams for a society of  equal opportunity were echoed 
throughout the program.  His legacy of service and advocacy re-
minded us that the Struggle Continues, and that when we join the 
fight and work together we make strides towards a better society 
for all Americans.  We will continue to serve, to march, to work, to 
fight, to sit and to stand for justice when it is hard and in times of 
opposition in order to realize the Dream.  

Branch Treasurer Gloria 
Hayes & Vice-President 

Craig Ballard 

Lt Gov Juliana Stratton and 
Branch Sec Sarita Sawyer 





Carolyn  Dumas & Mary Coleman 

_____________, Janice Russell,  
& Anne Terry 

Local Municipal Leadership:  Chief Brown, Mounds, Mayor Pro-Temp Florence Heady, Mounds  
Lt Gov Juliana Stratton, Dean Rogan, Sr, Mayor Pulaski, Curtis Marshall, Sr, Mayor Olmsted,  

Thomas Simpson, Mayor Cairo, Allison Madison, Mayor Mound City 

Dr King Breakfast Pics 
**Pictorial Credit, Sarita Sawyer, James Johnson, Derek Eurales 



President Tyrone Coleman 

Mr Calvin Byrd 

Ms. Joan Floyd 

Lynne Chambers, Esq & Joann Pink Mrs. Joann Pink &  
Sec Sarita Sawyer 

Apostle Larry T Barnett, Sr.  

Mrs. Retha Eurales 
Rev. Stephanie Fisher 

Lynne Chambers, Esq  Joann Pink & 
Heather Green 
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Wesley Purchase 
Wesley Purchase Trucking 

Freddie Brown & Alfred “Earl” Pryor 
Instructors Highway Construction  

Careers Training Program 

Dale “Jake” & Rebeka Woodson 
Hannibal Black Sports Bar & Grill 

 John Shadowens 
Sean Park—IL Institute for Rural Affairs 

Patricia Wilson 
Planet Focus 

Jody Johnson 
University of Illinois Extension 

Business/Organization Awardees 



Diann Riley & Natalie Sawyer 
Family Members of Honoree Carl Riley 

Rise Up Community Market Steering Committee 
(Pictured) Gabrielle Harris, Marcella Woodson, Dale “Jake” Woodson, John Shadowens,  

Mayor Thomas Simpson, Steven Tarver   
Not Pictured:  Late Rodney Moore, Brittney Matthews, Maria Watkins, Judy Watkins, Ke’Ron Watkins,  

Sheila Nelson, James Dumas, T’Jay Purchase 

NuVisionz Hair Salon 

Shawnee College President Dr. Tim Taylor & 
John A Logan College Pres Dr. Kirk Overstreet 

Pictured Left:  
Bishop Derek 
Eurales and Sec 
Sarita Sawyer 
present awards to 
this year’s hon-
orees. 



MASKS AND HAND SANITIZER ARE AVAILABLE AT  
NO CHARGE  

COURTESY OF THE NAACP 
CONTACT PRES COLEMAN (Limited quantities) 

Welcome to the  2023 NAACP newslet-
ter, it is best viewed via email. In the age 

of COVID, we  have paused in person 
meetings.  We need a medium to relay 

information and upcoming events so that 
everyone is aware and has the oppor-

tunity to participate or contribute.  This 
newsletter is intended for members of 
the NAACP  and others with  similar 

efforts to support equality.  Please sub-
mit relevant information, upcoming 

events, and Branch activities by email to 
Heather Green at     

hamurphy_13@aol.com or  
text 618-306-0578. 

Support your local branch of the NAACP  with your membership!  
Memberships are $30 annually, expire in 1 year and need renewed.  

Have you checked your membership date?   RENEW!! Contact Sarita Sawyer 618-306-2324 for more 
information on when your  membership needs renewing.  

RESUMING... 
REGULAR SCHEDULED  

ALEXANDER-PULASKI 
BRANCH MEETINGS 

VIA ZOOM (CURRENTLY) 
 

4th Thursday of the Month 
At 6:00 pm 

 
(Search Email for Zoom link and information 

from  
Branch Secretary Sarita Sawyer) 
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University of 
Illinois  

Extension 
Sponsors  
Annual  
4-H Can  

Construction  
To Collect 

Canned Goods 





Harold S. Jones Fine Arts Center  
Upcoming Events 

The Harold S Jones Fine Arts Center will provide public housing transition assis-
tance for those individuals that will be displaced by the closing of the Connell 
Smith apartment complex. Those Families in need of furniture and household 

items for the move can contact 618-306-5785. 

In November, the Harold S. Jones Fine Arts Center will start a Student of the 
Month program for high school students from the Cairo, Meridian, and      
Egyptian school districts.  A cash prize up to $100 and a certificate of     

achievement will be awarded to the winners selected by their school staff on a 

The Computer Lab at the Harold S 
Jones Fine Arts Center is now 
available for use.  Please call  
618-306-5785 for times and  

information. 

Mr. Harold S. Jones was recently honored with 
recognition in People Magazine.  Mr. Jones has 
written and published “How to Be A Man of 
Class” and is available for purchase online at 
Amazon.com   ISBN 978-0-615-38102-2.  This 
book is a guide for men of all social and eco-
nomic backgrounds covering various topics and 
situations where being a man of class is impera-
tive to personal success and growth.  Both men 
and women who are raising boys to men are en-
couraged to read this information literary work. 



Meet at13th St In Cairo and March North to the Courthouse 

BLACK MEN’S  
HEALTH CONFERENCE 









 

Wear your Mask.  

   

Wash your Hands.   

 

Watch your Distance. 

COVID INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

www.covidtests.gov 

CURRENT CDC COVID19 RECOMMENDATIONS 
IF YOU TEST POSITIVE:     

STAY HOME X5 DAYS, AFTER FIVE DAYS AND NO SYMPTOMS MASK X5 DAYS 
 IF YOU ARE EXPOSED: 

BOOSTED, VACCINATED X2 WITH MODERNA OR PFIZER, OR J&J WITHIN 2 
MONTHS-MASK X10 DAYS, TEST ON DAY 5 IF POSSIBLE 

NOT VACCINATED, WAS VACCINATED WITH MODERNA OR PFIZER MORE 
THAN 6 MONTHS AGO WITH NO BOOSTER, J&J OVER 2 MONTHS AGO OR 

NOT VACCINATED-STAY HOME X5 DAYS AND WEAR A MASK FOR ADDITION-
AL FIVE DAYS, IF NOT POSSIBLE TO QUARANTINE, MASK X10 DAYS, TEST 

ON DAY 5 IF POSSIBLE. 

HAS IT BEEN 5 MONTHS 
SINCE YOUR LAST COVID 

SHOT??? 
 

GET YOUR BOOSTER!!! 
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EDUCATION, TRAINING & JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Shawnee Community College  

A new program at Shawnee Community Col-
lege is underway. The Highway Careers Con-
struction Training Program officially started in 
September. The next session is expected to start 
in February 2023. You can apply on our web-
site. https://shawneecc.edu/community-
services/cced/hcctp         #chooseSCC 

 

The Alexander Co Assessor’s Office has an immediate part time position open for anyone inter-
ested.  This is approximately 4 days per week between 8am-4pm Monday and Friday.  Days off 
will fluctuate.  Position to include data entry, customer service and basic clerical skills.  Please 
send resume to :  Alexander County Assessor 2000 Washington Ave, Cairo, IL 

https://www.facebook.com/ShawneeCommunityCollege?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDLbL9gOxqIOas1VkdkeJn30FCqCMcUSeMlLxgmDPeo2_fDvW9DaVQr7aTtVNKuJJ1yASV8jRLfHgmd14B0njNwX6zhxAAWZHKZiECYl_pSsqmiLYxrIQJB_ZK6U4vtIeHfYx4H08Pdwpc3EvKU5nD9skYTuuK_qt6hMoJ9hX-a0wN5kpONn5G3zR2Ti812tY
https://shawneecc.edu/community-services/cced/hcctp?fbclid=IwAR0kuJSLmgQ6OTF5hq7xYRQnHIHcs7Wiow6EMQHvJmJFy3FZJ5Siy_7e4JI
https://shawneecc.edu/community-services/cced/hcctp?fbclid=IwAR0kuJSLmgQ6OTF5hq7xYRQnHIHcs7Wiow6EMQHvJmJFy3FZJ5Siy_7e4JI
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/choosescc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDLbL9gOxqIOas1VkdkeJn30FCqCMcUSeMlLxgmDPeo2_fDvW9DaVQr7aTtVNKuJJ1yASV8jRLfHgmd14B0njNwX6zhxAAWZHKZiECYl_pSsqmiLYxrIQJB_ZK6U4vtIeHfYx4H08Pdwpc3EvKU5nD9skYTuuK_qt6hMoJ9hX-a0wN5kpONn5G3zR2Ti8


Alexander-Pulaski Co NAACP 

Terrance Adkinson 
Sec Dr Carla Campbell-Jackson 
Rus Clark 
Velma Clark 
KaMya Gary 
Pres Teresa Haley 
Kenneth Hamilton 
Joan Holley 
Daphne Hollis 
Hunter Johnson 
Erma (Percy) Jones 
Lisa Jones 
Ronnie Mack 
Charlotte Mallory  
Edwina Pigee 
Nathaniel Pigee 
Debra (Ben) Redman 
Carl Riley 
Cleodious Schoffner, Jr. 
Ron Swope & Family 
LaVerna Thomas 
Regina Topp 
Joyce Wade 
Kimberly Walker– Killion 
Benetta Walls 
Eula Woods 

 

Continue to Lift Up  
 

Families of those who have lost their 
lives due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Those suffering loss and reflecting on 

loved ones not present during this holi-
day season. 

 
Our Healthcare Workers and Staff    

 
    Men & Women of the US Military   

 
State of Illinois Elected Officials           

& National Leaders 

Community 

Prayer  

List 
Family of Jacqueline Bailey 
Family of Donna Banks 
Family of Hobert Barfield 
Family of Geraldine Chambliss-   
                Trammell 
Family of  Willie Lee Dennis 
Family of Neziah “Shon” Wyatt 
Family of Terryn Wiggins-Hawkins 
Family of Glen Wheeler 
 



The NAACP is launching the 
ALL IN Local Membership Cam-
paign.  We are growing our 
base, we are all in. Are You? 

ALL IN...for Justice 

ALL IN...for Equality 

ALL IN...for Civil Rights 

If you want to join the local 
branch in promoting and sup-
porting the local chapter in 
their efforts to improve the 
lives of people of color, join 
NOW! 
Contact President Tyrone Cole-
man at 270-366-2014.  Send check 
or money order to PO Box 54, 

Cairo, IL. 62914 Indicate new 
or renewed member , name, 
address, and contact infor-
mation. 

Sponsorships available to 
people wanting to be active  
but have limited financial 
resources.  Accepting spon-
sorships for memberships 
also. 

Pay your Membership or make Donations via PAY PAL 

ALEXANDER-PULASKI NAACP BRANCH  

 

Let US March on... ‘Til Victory... is Won 
EXEC COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

ACT-SO — Christy Davis  
Criminal Justice-Heather Green 
Economic Development–  
 Artie McBride 
Education — Joan Floyd 
Health-Sabrina Sawyer 
Housing-JoAnn Pink 
Labor/Industry-Monte Russell 
Legal Redress-Lynne Chambers 
Membership-Anne Terry 
Publicity-Carolyn Dumas 
WIN (Women in the NAACP) 
 Sheila Nelson 
Janice Russell 

NAACP MEMBERSHIP 

CAMPAIGN 

~~LOCAL BRANCH LEADERSHIP~~ 
 

President Tyrone Coleman 

Vice President Craig Ballard 

Secretary Sarita Sawyer 

Treasurer Gloria Hayes 

Alexander-Pulaski Co NAACP 
PO Box 54, Cairo, IL  62914 

EMAIL:  alex.pul.illinois.naacp@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  apcountynaacp.org 

Support your local 
branch of the NAACP  
with your membership!  



Who should join the NAACP?    Any person wanting to work together to eliminate racial discrimination 
and encouraging equitable opportunities. 
 
How do I join?   Request a membership application at the Cairo office or by calling the Cairo office, via 
email, or ask a member.  Complete and return the form along with your membership fee to PO Box 54, Cai-
ro, IL 62914. 
 
What do I do when I become a Member?    
1.) Attend monthly meetings to find out about upcoming events and efforts. 
2.) Reach out to President with  area interest:  housing, health, legal redress, economic development, educa-
tion, or special programs/projects. 
3.) Volunteer for special events and community outreach programs. 
 
What does my local chapter do?    The Alexander-Pulaski Co Branch is very active throughout the far 
Southern Illinois counties.  Our local office takes referrals for a variety of needs, including COVID-19, 
housing, education, legal, healthcare, and  experiences with discrimination..  The Branch raises funds to 
sponsor 2—$500 Scholarships to graduating High School Seniors (1 Meridian and 1 Cairo) each year pri-
marily through the annual Freedom Fund Banquet. 
 
Who do I contact if I have more questions?   
Pres Tyrone Coleman           Anne Terry—Membership Chair 
Sarita Sawyer —Branch Secretary   Artie McBride — Office Manager 

How to Join the NAACP  & What to Do!! 

What’s Your Passion??? 
Use your knowledge along with passion to engage and make a change  

in our local area, Join a Focus Committee. 
 

Do you see areas for improvement and want to make a fundamental change  
in the schools —  

Join the Education Committee 
 

Do you want to help improve the lives of women and children?  
Join the WIN (Women In NAACP) Committee today! 

 
What to improve the health and overall wellbeing of our community? 

Join the Health Committee 
 

What to contribute ideas to attracting business and commerce and making sure 
everyone has the same opportunity ? 

Join the Economic Development Committee! 

TOGETHER, WHEN WE FIGHT, WE WIN 




