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Mission Statement 

The mission of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People is to 

ensure the political, educational, social, and 
economic equality of rights of all persons 
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial 

discrimination. 

    Vision Statement 

The vision of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People is to 
ensure a society in which all individuals 

have equal rights and there is no racial ha-
tred or racial discrimination. 

As we come to the end of the year, we reflect on the many 
successful endeavors  that the Alexander-Pulaski Co Branch 
has conducted/supported this year.  There have been chal-
lenges and obstacles as the struggle truly does continue, 
however, we also must take notice of the bright spots to en-
courage us in the coming year.  The following are the high-
lights. 
 
January:  28th Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Commemorative 
Celebration   
February: Youth attend Black History Scholar Bowl in 
Carbondale 
March:  Celebration of Herstory, volunteering at the Pilot 
Garden 
April:  Volunteering Pilot Garden, Cairo, IL 
May:  Expungment & Sealing Clinic, Kidney Mobile Clin-
ic, Local HS Senior Scholarship presented 
June:  Co– Sponsored Juneteenth Celebration, Cairo; co-
sponsored Health Fair, Cairo, IL, Sponsored Pilot Garden 
Open House 
July:  Branch Representative Lynne Chambers attends Na-
tional NAACP Convention in New Jersey 
August:  Voter Registration Drives 
September:  Illinois State Conference Annual Convention 
in Cairo/Marion hosted by Alex-Pulaski Co Branch 
October:  Membership Drive-Mounds and Pulaski, IL; 
Election Nominating Committee Meets 
November:  Branch Elections are held, Cosponsored Fall 
Extravaganza, Cairo, IL 
December:  Christmas Outreach to Local Families 
 
As we reflect on 2022, let us look forward to 2023 and the 
difference we can make in our community when we work 
together collectively for a purpose. 
 
 

2022 in Review 



Mrs.  
debra houston 

WOMEN IN THE NAACP ….  WOMAN OF THE MONTH 

The Alexander-Pulaski Co Branch recognizes Mrs. 
Debra Houston as the WIN Woman of the Month 

for November 2022.   

Mrs. Houston is the Project Director and Coordina-
tor of Meridian Community School District 101, 
21st Century Community Learning Center for the 
past eleven years.  This is an Illinois State Grant 
program.  This program offers tutoring, homework 
help, and enrichment to the students in grades kin-
dergarten through twelfth grade in the Meridian 
School District.    
Mrs. Houston began her career at Meridian CUSD 
101 as a fifth-grade teacher in 1974.  She has taught 
grades kindergarten through 9th grade and was the 
WECEP (Work Experience Career Exploration Pro-
gram) coordinator working with students aged 15-
18. Mrs. Houston has been the Assistant Principal 
for Meridian Elementary/Middle School and her 
career has also included being the Special Educa-
tion Director for Meridian School. Mrs. Houston 
retired from Meridian School District 101 after 35 
years of service. 
Debra is the daughter of James and Margaret Ver-
balene (Brown) Newell. The second oldest of eight 
children, she graduated from Cairo High School and 
received an Associate of Science Degree from 
Shawnee College. She is the first to graduate with a 
Bachelor’s degree in her family. 
Debra received her Bachelor’s Degree in Elemen-
tary Education with a Specialty in Special Educa-
tion, Gifted and Learning Disabled Students, and 
graduated with Academic Distinction with a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Special Education from Southeast 
Missouri University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  
She is also certified as a Vocational Cooperative 
Teacher Coordinator from Western Illinois Univer-
sity in Macomb, Illinois and has obtained her Prin-
cipal and Superintendent Endorsements at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois. 
Debra was President of Meridian’s Teacher’s Union 
2 times and was instrumental in helping the district 
obtain a new teacher’s contract.  
She is also a member of the Epsilon Lambda Ome-
ga Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha   Sorority, 
Inc., in Cairo, Illinois, and have been honored to be 
the President of the chapter three times.  She is cur-
rently serving as financial secretary in the Epsilon 

Lambda Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. 
She is a member of PDAG (Professional Devel-
opment Advisory Group) for the state of Illinois, 
21st Century program state committee.   
Debra enjoys reading, shopping, gardening, and 
traveling. She loves working with children and 
young people, which is why she always wanted 
to be a teacher.  Working in the education field 
has always been important to her. 
Mrs. Houston is married to Robert Houston Sr., 
and they live in Unity/Hodges Park, Illinois.  

They have 3 children, Janice, Kanci, and Robert 
Houston, Jr. and have 8 grandchildren, and 2 
great-grandchildren. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Houston for this recog-

nition and her many contributions to education in 
our community. 



Speaker: Lt Gov Juliana Stratton 





Branch Activities 

Start the 
New Year 
with an  
Active 

Membership 
 

RENEW 
TODAY!! 

President:  Tyrone Coleman 
Secretary:  Sarita Sawyer 
Treasurer:  Gloria Hayes 
Executive Committee:    
 Lynne Chambers Christy Davis       Joan Floyd 
 Heather Green  Artie McBride      Joann Pink 
 Janice Russell   
 AnganettaTerry 

Santa Claus and Mrs. Clause recently 
visited Cairo for the Christmas Light Pa-

rade.  They stayed after for Hot Choco-
late and met the kids to hear their  

Christmas Wish List. 

Alexander-Pulaski Co NAACP Branch recently held Officer and Executive Board elections.  
Members cast their votes via Election Buddy as coordinated by the National organization.  
The Branch leadership for 2023 includes:   

Mark your 
Calendar 

 
MLK 

Breakfast 
 

Mon. Jan 16 
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Branch Secretary and Univ of IL     
Extension employee Sarita Sawyer    
recently met with Lt Gov Juliana   
Stratton in Chicago on food insecurity 
in   Illinois and   efforts to address 
these challenges in our local area.  The 
University of Illinois Extension is 
working hard to obtain resources that 
will be effective and sustainable        
including the Pilot Garden and the 
Rise Community Market. 

The Alexander-Pulaski Co Branch selected 20+   
local families to share some Christmas care and 
cheer.  Pictured above and to the right are 2 of 

the recipients. 



MASKS AND HAND SANITIZER ARE AVAILABLE AT  
NO CHARGE  

COURTESY OF THE NAACP 
CONTACT PRES COLEMAN (Limited quantities) 

Welcome to the  2022 NAACP newslet-
ter, it is best viewed via email. In the age 

of COVID, we  have paused in person 
meetings.  We need a medium to relay 

information and upcoming events so that 
everyone is aware and has the oppor-

tunity to participate or contribute.  This 
newsletter is intended for members of 
the NAACP  and others with  similar 

efforts to support equality.  Please sub-
mit relevant information, upcoming 

events, and Branch activities by email to 
Heather Green at     

hamurphy_13@aol.com or  
text 618-306-0578. 

Support your local branch of the NAACP  with your membership!  
Memberships are $30 annually, expire in 1 year and need renewed.  

Have you checked your membership date?   RENEW!! Contact Sarita Sawyer 618-306-2324 for more 
information on when your  membership needs renewing.  

RESUMING... 
REGULAR SCHEDULED  

ALEXANDER-PULASKI 
BRANCH MEETINGS 

VIA ZOOM (CURRENTLY) 
 

4th Thursday of the Month 
At 6:00 pm 

 
(Search Email for Zoom link and information 

from  
Branch Secretary Sarita Sawyer) 
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THIS & 

THAT 
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University of 
Illinois  

Extension 
Sponsors  
Annual  
4-H Can  

Construction  
To Collect 

Canned Goods 









Olive Branch, IL 
Alexander Co. 







Comptroller Mendoza Visits Local Area 

Illinois State Comptroller Susana Men-
doza recently visited Southern Illinois 
and stopped at Rogan’s Country Pharma-
cy in Pulaski, IL.  Comp Mendoza came 
specifically to receive feedback and in-
put on fiscal programs that her office has 
helped to facilitate.  One program that 
was appropriated funds was the Critical 
Access Pharmacy (CAP) program.  This 
program helped to offset recent changes 
in the Illinois Medicaid system that nega-
tively affected Illinois independent phar-
macies. 
Rogan’s Country Pharmacy located in 
Pulaski, IL is a minority and veteran 
owned independent pharmacy.  Rogan’s 
Pharmacy serves the entire Far Southern 
Illinois area that has been designated as a 
Medically Underserved Area which in-
cludes a significant population covered 
by Illinois Medicaid services.  With the 
implementation of the Managed Care 
Initiative in this area in 2019, the care 
for Medicaid recipients was transferred 
to individual insurance companies, and 
this brought many challenges to recipi-
ents as well as providers.        
Many  independent pharmacies and pro-

viders have been forced to close their 
doors as a result of the reimbursement 
rates that were unreasonably reduced 
with this transition.  The CAPS program 
helped to offset a portion of that finan-
cial loss for the business and helped save 
many pharmacies throughout the state 
from being forced to close.  While this 
program has been a business saver to 
this point, it is not dealing with the un-
derlying causation of the problem itself, 
the regulation and oversight of the Man-
aged Care Initiatives contracted through 
Health & Family Services.  Comptroller 
Mendoza is also vocal on the effective-
ness of the MCOs to provide for the 
basic healthcare needs of those covered 
under the IL Medicaid system.  She in-
tends to push further to make sure that 
all parts of the healthcare system, pa-
tients and providers are provided with 
the adequate and appropriate resources 
that are needed to live, care and work in 
Illinois. 



The Coalition for Minori-
ty Business is currently 
holding monthly Zoom 
meetings to engage local 
entrepreneurs and busi-
ness owners as we learn, 
network, and support 
each other.  Local busi-
ness owners are featured 
to share their stories and 
experiences.  Contact 
Lynne Chambers to be 
added to the Zoom Meet-
ing E-Mail Notification 
List.    Sponsored By: 

BUSINESS RESOURCES 





Harold S. Jones Fine Arts Center  
Upcoming Events 

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAYS 
STARTING  SEPTEMBER 23 

...under the piano tree… 
Sign-up is FREE 

Call 618-306-5785  
for more information 

The Harold S Jones Fine Arts Center will provide public housing transition assis-
tance for those individuals that will be displaced by the closing of the Connell 
Smith apartment complex. Those Families in need of furniture and household 

items for the move can contact 618-306-5785. 

In November, the Harold S. Jones Fine Arts Center will start a Student of the 
Month program for high school students from the Cairo, Meridian, and      
Egyptian school districts.  A cash prize up to $100 and a certificate of     

achievement will be awarded to the winners selected by their school staff on a 

The Computer Lab at the Harold S 
Jones Fine Arts Center is now 
available for use.  Please call  
618-306-5785 for times and  

information. 



Meet at13th St In Cairo and March North to the Courthouse 

Justice for JR—Justice Rallied 
held a March on Washington Ave in Cairo to bring attention and advocate for Cleodious 
Schoffner, JR who has been incarcerated for 25 years for a crime committed in Alexander 
Co.  Cleodious was convicted based upon Laws of Accountability and was sentenced to 
Life Without Parole as a 20 year old young man.  Cleodious’ sentence is a result of manda-
tory sentencing and outdated criteria for accountability and sentencing guidelines. 
Cleodious’ case has many twists, turns and ethical concerns.  Cleodious was not involved 
and has been supported by the surviving victim’s family after years of silence.  Witnesses 
have come forward to admit perjury, and conflict of interests in courthouse staff during the 
jury selection process.  All of this information has been presented to the First Circuit Court 
and is currently under review.  However, it is time to Rally Justice on behalf of an innocent 
man.  It is time to Rally Justice to focus enough attention on this case to have it over-
turned.  It is time to Rally Justice so that Cleodious Schoffner is not forgotten behind those 
bars. 

An innocent man has served 25 years...with a lifetime to go.  It is time.  
To view previous Prayer Rallies and the March on Washington Ave, please search Justice 
for JR on Facebook and on the Web.  For further information or to find out how you can 
support the Justice for JR movement, please contact Heather Green at 618-306-0578. 

OVERCOME INJUSTICE —- JUSTICE FOR JR 



The Highway Construction Careers Training Program at Shawnee Community College 
celebrated the completion of the first class in this new program to SCC. This partnership is 
with John A. Logan College and the Illinois Department of Transportation.   Seven        
students went through 12 weeks of training, which included work on projects at Cairo City 
Hall, the park in Mounds, the Rise Market, and a pavilion at the bus stop in Mound City.  
The supervisors, participants and program directors were excited and pleased at the      
success of the introductory class.  
 
The next class will begin in Spring 2023.  If you are interested in this career training pro-
gram contact SCC.   Pictured below is this year’s graduating class. 

Highway Construction        
Careers Training Program 







 

Wear your Mask.  

   

Wash your Hands.   

 

Watch your Distance. 

COVID INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

www.covidtests.gov 

CURRENT CDC COVID19 RECOMMENDATIONS 
IF YOU TEST POSITIVE:     

STAY HOME X5 DAYS, AFTER FIVE DAYS AND NO SYMPTOMS MASK X5 DAYS 
 IF YOU ARE EXPOSED: 

BOOSTED, VACCINATED X2 WITH MODERNA OR PFIZER, OR J&J WITHIN 2 
MONTHS-MASK X10 DAYS, TEST ON DAY 5 IF POSSIBLE 

NOT VACCINATED, WAS VACCINATED WITH MODERNA OR PFIZER MORE 
THAN 6 MONTHS AGO WITH NO BOOSTER, J&J OVER 2 MONTHS AGO OR 

NOT VACCINATED-STAY HOME X5 DAYS AND WEAR A MASK FOR ADDITION-
AL FIVE DAYS, IF NOT POSSIBLE TO QUARANTINE, MASK X10 DAYS, TEST 

ON DAY 5 IF POSSIBLE. 

HAS IT BEEN 5 MONTHS 
SINCE YOUR LAST COVID 

SHOT??? 
 

GET YOUR BOOSTER!!! 
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EDUCATION, TRAINING & JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

APPLY 

TODAY!!! 

Shawnee Community College  

A new program at Shawnee Community Col-
lege is underway. The Highway Careers Con-
struction Training Program officially started in 
September. The next session is expected to start 
in February 2023. You can apply on our web-
site. https://shawneecc.edu/community-
services/cced/hcctp         #chooseSCC 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ShawneeCommunityCollege?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDLbL9gOxqIOas1VkdkeJn30FCqCMcUSeMlLxgmDPeo2_fDvW9DaVQr7aTtVNKuJJ1yASV8jRLfHgmd14B0njNwX6zhxAAWZHKZiECYl_pSsqmiLYxrIQJB_ZK6U4vtIeHfYx4H08Pdwpc3EvKU5nD9skYTuuK_qt6hMoJ9hX-a0wN5kpONn5G3zR2Ti812tY
https://shawneecc.edu/community-services/cced/hcctp?fbclid=IwAR0kuJSLmgQ6OTF5hq7xYRQnHIHcs7Wiow6EMQHvJmJFy3FZJ5Siy_7e4JI
https://shawneecc.edu/community-services/cced/hcctp?fbclid=IwAR0kuJSLmgQ6OTF5hq7xYRQnHIHcs7Wiow6EMQHvJmJFy3FZJ5Siy_7e4JI
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/choosescc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUDLbL9gOxqIOas1VkdkeJn30FCqCMcUSeMlLxgmDPeo2_fDvW9DaVQr7aTtVNKuJJ1yASV8jRLfHgmd14B0njNwX6zhxAAWZHKZiECYl_pSsqmiLYxrIQJB_ZK6U4vtIeHfYx4H08Pdwpc3EvKU5nD9skYTuuK_qt6hMoJ9hX-a0wN5kpONn5G3zR2Ti8
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EDUCATION, TRAINING & JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The Alexander Co Assessor’s Office has an immediate part time position 
open for anyone interested.  This is approximately 4 days per week be-
tween 8am-4pm Monday and Friday.  Days off will fluctuate.  Position to 
include data entry, customer service and basic clerical skills.  Please send 
resume to :  Alexander County Assessor 2000 Washington Ave, Cairo, IL 



Alexander-Pulaski Co NAACP 

Terrance Adkinson 
Sec Dr Carla Campbell-Jackson 
Rus Clark 
Velma Clark 
KaMya Gary 
Pres Teresa Haley 
Kenneth Hamilton 
Joan Holley 
Daphne Hollis 
Hunter Johnson 
Erma (Percy) Jones 
Lisa Jones 
Ronnie Mack 
Charlotte Mallory  
Edwina Pigee 
Nathaniel Pigee 
Debra (Ben) Redman 
Carl Riley 
Cleodious Schoffner, Jr. 
Ron Swope & Family 
LaVerna Thomas 
Regina Topp 
Joyce Wade 
Kimberly Walker– Killion 
Benetta Walls 
Eula Woods 

 

Continue to Lift Up  
 

Families of those who have lost their 
lives due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Those suffering loss and reflecting on 

loved ones not present during this holi-
day season. 

 
Our Healthcare Workers and Staff    

 
    Men & Women of the US Military   

 
State of Illinois Elected Officials           

& National Leaders 

Community 

Prayer  

List 

Family of  David Baldwin 
Family of Jeffery Childs 
Family of Jacob Gary 
Family of Virginia Hollis 
Family of Marene Jackson 
Family of Ricky Johnson 
Family of Terrell Johnson 
Family of Estella Jones 
Family of Kai’slyana Mason 
Family of Loretta Woodson 



The NAACP is launching the 
ALL IN Local Membership Cam-
paign.  We are growing our 
base, we are all in. Are You? 

ALL IN...for Justice 

ALL IN...for Equality 

ALL IN...for Civil Rights 

If you want to join the local 
branch in promoting and sup-
porting the local chapter in 
their efforts to improve the 
lives of people of color, join 
NOW! 
Contact President Tyrone Cole-
man at 270-366-2014.  Send check 
or money order to PO Box 54, 

Cairo, IL. 62914 Indicate new 
or renewed member , name, 
address, and contact infor-
mation. 

Sponsorships available to 
people wanting to be active  
but have limited financial 
resources.  Accepting spon-
sorships for memberships 
also. 

Pay your Membership or make Donations via PAY PAL 

ALEXANDER-PULASKI NAACP BRANCH  

 

Let US March on... ‘Til Victory... is Won COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
ACT-SO — Christy Davis  
Economic Development–  
 Artie McBride 
Health-Heather Green 
Housing-JoAnn Pink 
Labor/Industry-Monte Russell 
Legal Redress-Lynne Chambers 
Membership-Anne Terry 
Publicity-Carolyn Dumas 
WIN (Women in the NAACP) 
 Sheila Nelson 

NAACP MEMBERSHIP 

CAMPAIGN 

~~LOCAL BRANCH LEADERSHIP~~ 
 

President Tyrone Coleman 

Vice President Craig Ballard 

Secretary Sarita Sawyer 

Treasurer Gloria Hayes 

Alexander-Pulaski Co NAACP 
PO Box 54, Cairo, IL  62914 

EMAIL:  alex.pul.illinois.naacp@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  apcountynaacp.org 

Support your local 
branch of the NAACP  
with your membership!  



Who should join the NAACP?    Any person wanting to work together to eliminate racial discrimination 
and encouraging equitable opportunities. 
 
How do I join?   Request a membership application at the Cairo office or by calling the Cairo office, via 
email, or ask a member.  Complete and return the form along with your membership fee to PO Box 54, Cai-
ro, IL 62914. 
 
What do I do when I become a Member?    
1.) Attend monthly meetings to find out about upcoming events and efforts. 
2.) Reach out to President with  area interest:  housing, health, legal redress, economic development, educa-
tion, or special programs/projects. 
3.) Volunteer for special events and community outreach programs. 
 
What does my local chapter do?    The Alexander-Pulaski Co Branch is very active throughout the far 
Southern Illinois counties.  Our local office takes referrals for a variety of needs, including COVID-19, 
housing, education, legal, healthcare, and  experiences with discrimination..  The Branch raises funds to 
sponsor 2—$500 Scholarships to graduating High School Seniors (1 Meridian and 1 Cairo) each year pri-
marily through the annual Freedom Fund Banquet. 
 
Who do I contact if I have more questions?   
Pres Tyrone Coleman           Anne Terry—Membership Chair 
Sarita Sawyer —Branch Secretary   Artie McBride — Office Manager 

How to Join the NAACP  & What to Do!! 

What’s Your Passion??? 
Use your knowledge along with passion to engage and make a change  

in our local area, Join a Focus Committee. 
 

Do you see areas for improvement and want to make a fundamental change  
in the schools —  

Join the Education Committee 
 

Do you want to help improve the lives of women and children?  
Join the WIN (Women In NAACP) Committee today! 

 
What to improve the health and overall wellbeing of our community? 

Join the Health Committee 
 

What to contribute ideas to attracting business and commerce and making sure 
everyone has the same opportunity ? 

Join the Economic Development Committee! 

TOGETHER, WHEN WE FIGHT, WE WIN 




